SEOW COUNTY LEVEL FOCUS GROUP GUIDE
Reminder to facilitator/moderator:

The purpose of the SEOW county level focus group is to determine the following:

· What ATOD use (consumption) issues exist in the county/community?

· How significant is ATOD use (consumption) among county/community residents?

· Which ATOD use issue(s) in the county/community is most significant?

********************************************************************************************

Facilitator/moderator should ask participants to turn off cell phones or place them on vibrate before beginning the focus group.  Facilitator/moderator may also choose at this time to inform participants of restroom locations and placement of snacks in the back of the room if applicable.
INTRODUCTION: Thank you for taking the time to meet with us for this discussion group. We recognize that your time is valuable and we appreciate your participation.  We are part of a county team completing county profiles in ___________ County.  The information we gather will be used to help identify the county’s strengths, challenges, and future directions.  My name is ________ and I am from _________. (Fill in appropriate agency.) I am here today with __________ from ___________ who will be taking notes on what is said during the discussion and making sure we end on time. As the facilitator/moderator, I will help facilitate the group discussion but will not be sharing my views on issues.  As community members/county residents, we consider you experts on issues in this area.  The purpose of speaking with you today is to better understand  your thoughts and opinions about alcohol, tobacco, and other drug consumption in ________________.  Your participation is voluntary.  The discussion may last  1 hour to 1 ½ hour.  

As you arrived, we handed out a fact sheet that described the county profile process in more detail. On the fact sheet you will find the names and telephone numbers of people you can call if you have any questions after you leave the focus group discussion today. Did everyone get a fact sheet?

CONFIDENTIALITY:  Comments you make here today will remain confidential. We will report summaries of the comments made during this group discussion but will not identify who said what and we will not identify the names of participants. We would like to use first names only as we have this discussion, if that is okay with you all. 

We would also like to take notes and tape record this group discussion. Your input is important and we want to make sure that we accurately record what you tell us. If you are uncomfortable about answering any question asked today, you do not have to respond.  If you are uncomfortable about having a response recorded, you may hit the “stop” button at any time. After we are finished using the tapes to summarize what people say, the tapes will be destroyed (or placed in a  state storage location, i.e. the Sunny County ATOD agency, if tapes will be kept for a period of time).   Pass out consent forms and have them completed/signed at this time.  
GROUND RULES: You are not required to answer a question that you prefer not to answer. If at any time while we are having the group discussion you do not feel comfortable, or you wish to end your participation in the discussion, please let me know.

Please speak clearly, listen to the responses of other participants, and do not interrupt others. If you cannot hear what I am saying or what the other participants are saying, please ask us to speak up. Also,  for confidentiality, please do not discuss the responses that anyone shared during this discussion with others when you leave here today. Does anyone have any questions about anything I've said so far?  
FACILITATOR/MODERATOR’S GUIDE QUESTIONS:

Icebreaker (5 min):

Let’s go around the room and give everyone a chance to introduce themselves by answering a few questions:
1. Name?

2. How long have you lived in ________________?

3. Is there anything you would like the group to know about you?

Alcohol (20 min)
We will begin by talking about alcohol use.
4. To what extent do you think alcohol use in ______________ County is a problem?  
    What makes you feel this way?  Probe:  How much of an issue is alcohol use among 
     youth?  What makes you say that?
5. Now let’s talk about binge drinking.  How much of a problem is binge drinking among 

     youth here?  Adults?  Please explain why you feel that way.  Probe: How often do you 
     think local youth binge drink?  How often do you think local adults binge drink?

6. How much of an issue is drinking and driving?  What makes you say that?
Tobacco (20 min)
Now we’ll discuss tobacco use.

7.  To what extent do you think tobacco use in ______________ County is a problem?  
     What makes you feel this way?

8. Can you share your thoughts on tobacco use by minors?  Probe:  How much of an 

      issue is tobacco use among minors in your community?  
9. How many parents or adults that you know of allow youth under the age of 18 to 
     use tobacco products in their homes? 

Marijuana and Other Illicit Drug Use (20 min)
Let’s talk about marijuana and other illicit drug use.

10. How much of a problem is marijuana use in ______________ 
     County?  What makes you feel that way?  Probe:  How much of an issue is marijuana 
     use among youth?
11.Can you speak on parents or adults that allow youth to consume marijuana in their 
     homes?  Probe:  Is this generally accepted here?
12.Now let’s take a look at other illicit drugs.  To what extent is the use of other drugs 
     such as cocaine, crack, heroin and methamphetamine a problem in ______________ 
     County?  Please tell us why you feel that way.  Probe:  How much of an issue is use 

     of other drugs such as cocaine, crack, heroin among  youth?
Closing/Summary Questions (15 min)
We are now reaching the end of today’s focus group discussion.  Let’s take the remaining time to look at substance use overall.  We will begin with the following question:

13.How has alcohol, tobacco, and marijuana and other drug use in this county changed 

     over the past five years?  Probe: Is there anything different about drug use in this 

     county now that was not the case 5 years ago?

14.Now let’s talk about the magnitude of substance use.  How significant is the use 

     alcohol, tobacco, marijuana and other drug use?  Probe:  Please identify some of the 

     consequences of substance use in the county.  

15.Which of the substances we discussed today would you rank as the biggest problem in 

      _____________ County?  What makes you say that?  Probe:  What would you say 

      are the second and third biggest problems?

CLOSING:  Are there any other comments?  Today’s focus group discussion has now ended.  Again, thank you very much for taking part in today’s focus group discussion.  Feel free to contact us if you have additional comments or questions. 

